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Annual Awards Night, part two

Richard Baker and Jens Tripson presented awards during
the April 21, 2008 meeting to those not able to make the
March meeting.

Helen Potter received the Helen Stockburger Award recog-
nizing all she has done for PIAS over the years.

Neil Stalter received the Special Service Award recognizing
his work organizing the Pelican Island Audubon affiliate at
Grand Harbor.

A Special Recogition Award went to Dr. Grant Gilmore for
his many years working with ORCA and the Indian River
Lagoon.

Dr. David Cox received the Pelican Island Audubon Board
Member of the Year for his work with Spoonbill Marsh, the
St. Johns/Corrigan land swap and the Oslo boat ramp.

Bob Adair received the Maggy Bowman Conservationist of
the Year Award for his work on water and agricultural issues
in Indian River County.

Pelican Island Audubon thanks the recipients of this year’s
awards for all their hard work on behalf of the environment
for 2007 in Indian River County.

Photos by Juanita Baker and Bob Montanaro.

Paul Tritaik has been selected
to become the 8th Manager
of the J.N. “Ding” Darling
National Wildlife Refuge on
Sanibel Island in Southwest
Florida. For the past 15 years,
Paul as been managing Pelican
Island and Archie Carr Nation-
al Wildlife Refuges (NWR)
located in Indian River and
Brevard Counties, Florida.
Pelican Island National Wild-
life Refuge, located in the In-
dian River Lagoon, became America’s 1st National Wildlife
Refuge in 1903. He was instrumental in working with others
to expand land conservation, habitat restoration and public fa-
cility enhancements at Pelican Island NWR. He successfully
worked with partners to restore Pelican Island’s rapidly erod-
ing shoreline and to build the Centennial Trail visitor complex.

At Archie Carr NWR, Paul helped lead a multi-agen-
cy partnership that successfully acquired over 250 par-
cels of valuable coastal habitat, including vital nesting
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Brown Pelican photo by Bob Montanaro.

K leaving Pelican Island

beaches for sea turtles. Archie Carr NWR is located along
20 miles of Atlantic coast, between Melbourne Beach
and Wabasso Beach, and is home to the largest popula-
tion of loggerheads in the Western Hemisphere, the larg-
est population of green turtles in the United States, and
one of the largest populations of leatherbacks in Florida.

Despite a very small staff, Paul has been successful in de-
veloping partnerships to accomplish some large conserva-
tion projects for the benefit of wildlife. He helped form two
new friends groups (Pelican Island Preservation Society
and Friends of the Carr Refuge) and facilitated their growth
to become effective community-based organizations sup-
porting Refuge projects and events. Elizabeth Souheaver,
Refuge Supervisor for the Southeast Region stated: “He
is a tremendous leader of public use programming and
development of partnerships for the benefit of refuges.”

Paul served on the Board of Pelican Island Audubon for
many years where he was instrumental in helping with many
conservation projects throughout Indian River County. Peli-
can Island Audubon is sad to see Paul and his family leav-
ing us but wish him the best of luck in his new position.
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Who

IS
this?

Found throughout the Southeast, this 5-6 inch rust-colored
songbird is common in urban areas where it will nest in
birdhouses---or even a hanging plant. The male and female
mate for life and spend their time foraging together through
their territory when not nesting. The male is slightly larger
but, otherwise, both sexes look alike. The male, also, has a
very loud call, which is a trait of this particular species. Diet
consists mainly of insects. Bird info from the Cornell Lab
Bird Guide. Photo by Bob Montanaro.

Amending PIAS’ Bylaws
On the Agenda for the May 19th General Meeting

To be voted on by all attending members
by Deborah Ecker
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Our bylaws date back to 1983, with a single amendment in
1985. Considering our many successful accomplishments
during the intervening 25 years, they serve us well. Still, in g == == - - - - -— - - -—

2008 the fact is that we operate differently from what they BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
prescribe, in many ways. PELICAN ISLAND AUDUBON SOCIETY I

By the time the amendments will be presented before the
membership at the General Meeting on May 19th, the Board
of Directors will have reviewed and discussed them at their
April 28th meeting and will report their recommendations to
you.

IMembership benefits include subscriptions to Audubon l
Imagazine, Florida Naturalist, and the PIAS newsletter The
Peligram. Additionally, members have full borrowing privi-
Jleges to the PIAS nature library and much more!
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We COHtll’l}lC ‘to recognize the generous donations made O Check box if a MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL .
toward building the new Audubon Outreach Center to be

located at the Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area.
April donors include:
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Bill & Sue Drouin IADDRE333 ]
William Barrows
Thank you to all who contributed so far! If you have not I I
done so, please consider giving to this wonderful cause to |E-Mail I
enhance environmental education in Indian River County.  pjease send your name and address along with a check pay-
|
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able to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:
Pelican Island Audubon Society,
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961




