










Pelican Island Audubon Society
2009 Membership

Because each Audubon chapter is expected to support its op-
erations without retention of members’ dues -- which are 
sent to and retained by National Audubon -- WE NEED 
YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT for our many education-
al programs, field trips and environmental advocacy proj-
ects; for our handling of public questions; and the ten is-
sues of our newsletter the Peligram we send to each member.

National Audubon*	 $20_____________

Pelican Island Audubon**
Individual			   $20_____________
Family			   $30_____________
Supporting			   $50_____________
Contribution			  $_______________

Total				    $_______________
*National Audubon membership 
This includes subscriptions to Audubon Magazine and The 
Florida Naturalist.
**Pelican Island Audubon membership 
Dues which PIAS will use for environmental education and 
advocacy and subscription to the Peligram

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue which 
concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

Plant of the Month
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by Janice Broda

Advertise in the Peligram
Call 772-567-3520 for information 
or email piaudubon@bellsouth.net 

This noisy duck-like member of the Rail family, 
conspicuous for its red forehead, inhabits marshes 
and ponds throughout the Americas, Europe, Africa, 
Asia, and even Hawaii.  Sometimes feeds on snails 
but especially likes seeds of grasses and sedges.  Has 
long toes to help it walk on vegetation but swims very 
well.  Threatened by loss of wetland habitat.  Species 
info from Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  Photo by Bob 
Montanaro.

Bees, wasps, flies, small to medium-sized butterflies, 
skippers, moths, mosquitoes, and other insects revere 
late-flowering thoroughwort, Eupatorium serotinum.  
Also known as late-flowering boneset, this perennial 
plant is topped by a flat-topped cluster of white 
flowers (corymb) in the late summer and early fall.
You will find this plant, often unnoticed when not 
in flower, along roadsides, mosquito control dikes, 
and perhaps in disturbed places in your own yard.  
Usually unbranched and growing from three to six 
feet tall, this plant has opposite lanceolate leaves 
with decidely toothed margins.  Its range is vast and 
reaches throughout all of Florida west to Texas and 
north up to on Ontario.  In New York, late-flowering 
thoroughwort is listed as endangered.
The genus name, Eupatorium, honors Mithridates VI 
Eupator, King of Pontus about 115 BC, who is said to 
have discovered an antidote to a poison in one of the 
species in this genus.  Its species name, serotinum, 
means late-flowering.
Flowering gloriously in some of the disturbed areas 
at the Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area right now, 
late-flowering thoroughwort is attracting bevies of 
mangrove buckeye and southern white butterflies for 
its copious nectar, as well as bunches of bees.  Bees 
both sip its nectar and collect its pollen.  Beetles feast 
on its pollen, too.  Late-flowering thoroughwort is an 
important fall food source for insect-eating birds.

Late-flowering thoroughwort

Photo by Janice Broda.


