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Leah Blythe

Bill Halliday

Tina Marchese
John Orcutt

Neil Stalter

I2WNSU0)) 79 AMMOUIY Jo Jdo(] BPLIO] 3y} M PII)SL

COOKBOOK
ARRIVAL
NEARS

The much anticipated arrival
of the PIAS cookbooks are

‘Inear. We expect delivery mid

to late September. The cost of
the book is $14.95 plus $1.05
tax. We are very pleased with
the way the cookbook turned
out. We received a nice variety
of recipes and the photos that
Bob Montanaro provided for
the book are outstanding. It
will surely make a wonderful
addition to your cookbook col-
lection or make a special gift.
So reserve your copies today!
Call 772-567-3520 for info.

Plant of the Month 6y Janice Broda

Seagrape fruits now are beginning to ripen. You will find
sea grapes (Coccoloba uvifera) growing naturally atop our
beach dunes where their significant slat tolerance gives them
a competitive advantage.

Unlike table grapes whose clustered fruits ripen
simultaneously, the fruits of sea grapes — 1/4 to 4 inch in
diameter — ripen individually from green to red-purple.

Their taste is quite variable. Some fruits are sweet and can
be eaten and enjoyed straight off the plant. Other plants
have tart fruits that are best made into that pioneer favorite,
seagrape jelly. To collect fruits for jelly-making, place a bed
sheet under the fruit bearing plant and then shake the plant to
liberate the ripe fruits.

Other animals also esteem seagrape fruits, including gopher
tortoise, squirrels, racoons, and a bevy of birds, including
catbirds, mockingbirds, robins, white-crowned pigeons, and
woodpeckers. Each fruit contains a single striated seed.
Seeds germinate readily and often are found as drift seeds
(a.k.a sea beans) on the beach.

Get the Peligram in color delivered monthly via
electronic delivery to your computer! Please email
piaudubon@bellsouth.net to initiate delivery to your
e-mail address. PIAS will not release your e-mail
address to any third party.

Flowering usually begins in March. Seagrape is an

important nectar source for butterflies, including the Florida
duskywing, julia, southern white, and the endangered Schaus’
swallowtail.

Seagrapes need full sun and thrive in dry, sandy soils. Where
freezing temperatures are rare, sea grapes grow to be large
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=1 trees, sometimes up to 60 feet tall. Fast growing and large-

leaved, sea grapes make excellent, tall privacy hedges. With
| its large, roundish leaves, 6 to 12 inches in diameter and fast
growth habit, seagrape is a poor choice for a low hedge.

I The veins of seagrape leaves are colored. red. Cold
temperatures and wind will bronze or redden the leaves

| dramatically. When spring arrives, these leaves quickly are
replaced by succulent, almost translucent new growth. Leaf

| drop is substantial so, properly situated, seagrapes can be
self-mulching.

I Seagrapes belong to the Buckwheat family, Polygonaceae.
Their scientific name, Coccoloba, means lobed berry.
| Uvifera, the genus name, means egg-shaped.

ISpeaker Schedule 2010-2011

I General meetings are at the Vero Beach Community Center,
2266 14th Avenue, starting at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise
|

E-Mail
Ip

lease send your name and address along with a check payable
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:
Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961
Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F 9AM-1PM
lease email us if there is a local environmental issue which

C

oncerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

noted.
Sept. 20, 2010 — see page one for details
I Oct. 18, 2010 —Agro-Ecology with Hilary Swain, Director,
Archbold Biological Station
| Nov. 15, 2010 —A talk by Eric Draper, Executive Director of
Florida Audubon Society
| Dec. 13, 2010 — Annual Holiday Potluck - 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 17, 2011 —The Ivory-billed Woodpecker with Dr.
j Jerome Jackson
I Feb. 21, 2011 — Birding in Alaska with Andy Bankert
I March 21, 2011 — Landscaping for Birds & Wildlife with
Janice Broda
| April 18, 2011 — A talk by Dr. John Fitzpatrick, Director of
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology

4 May 16, 2011 — Coyotes in Florida with Dr. Martin Main




