HOME OF PELICAN ISLAND

PG MAIN STRFET » SEBASTIAN, FLOMIDA Dass
TEHFPHOME. (777 183-5330 = FAX (Fr7) 5805570

Cctober 15, 2007

Richard Baker, Pragzident
Pefican Island Auduban Society
PO Box 1833

Varo Beach, Flasda 32061

Dear Mr. Baker:

Al thelr Regular Moeting on Wodnesday. October 10, 2007, the Sebastian Cily Counil
unanirmously voloed ta infarm the State of Florida thal & 1,265 pcre parcel, located in Indian Rivir
County and also known ag "Berry Groves®, should stay conservation and in ownership of the St
Johns River Wator Managoment District (SJRWMD). Further, the City of Sobastian urges thal
the: State of Flonda reverse the land exchange between SJRWMD and the Pat Corngan Family
Farnership and Hugh Corrigan Family Parlnership

The Berry Groves propery was purchased by SIRWMD wlilizing the Presorvation 2000
Convarsation Lands program. As o mark of its environmantsl significonce this preperty contains
abundant watlands, native uptands and is habital o many prolected Flonda serubsjays. This land
wab furlhor entibod at the stote lovel for ils importance as a wildlife corldor cennecting (he
Upper 5L Johna River Bagin Project with the SL Sebastian River Preseive State Park. Moreovar,
lo exchange this property, not anly sets poor précedent by relénsing sensitive conservaton lands
that had becn surplus, il viokades the public st

Therelone on bahall of the City Council of the City of Sebastan Flarida, | urge thal the State of
Flonda take sction and keep this parcel in public ownership for the puepose of land eonservation,

Reapactiully submitted,

el

Muyor

Ce Charlie Crist, Govemor
Bill McCollum, Altormey General
Al Sink, Chiel Financial Officer
Charles Bronson, Agricuftural Commissioner
Mike Handopolos, Senator
Relph Poppell, Representative
Slan Mayfiald, Representative
Members of the Sebastlan City Coungil



