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The county covers 512 square miles. More than half 
is west of I-95, mostly zoned for agriculture or con-
servation. Fellsmere (44 square miles) is larger than 
Vero Beach and Sebastian combined (13 square miles 
each.
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Deborah Ecker:  For most of her adult life she and her 
husband Hoyt lived in a suburb of Boston where they 
raised two daughters and a son. Fifteen years ago the 
couple brought their sailboat down the Intracoastal 
Waterway ending up in Vero Beach. For the past fifteen 
years they have split their time between this city and the 
town of Chatham on Cape Cod.  

Deborah’s education was in economics at Vassar  Col-
lege, followed by an M.A. from Brandeis Univer-
sity. Her volunteer work for many years was with the 
League of Women Voters and she served on local and 
state Boards of Directors. Her specialty, the state’s fis-
cal policies, led to appointments by both Republican 
and Democratic governors to the positions of Associate 
Commissioner of the Department of Revenue and As-
sistant Cabinet Secretary of Administration and Finance. 
Between these appointments she was the head of Bank 
Structures Research at the Federal Reserve Bank of Bos-
ton, and following that, chief of the fiscal policy staff of 
the state’s Senate Committee on Ways and Means.

In Vero Beach Deborah serves on the Boards of Direc-
tors of the Pelican Island Audubon Society and  the 
Indian River Neighborhood Association. Her early 
immersion into the county’s civic affairs was working on 
a rewrite of the county’s tree protection ordinance, fol-
lowed by amendments to the landscape regulations.
It was these projects which turned her attention to Indian 
River County’s water issues.

About the Author
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Facts To Tell Your Friends

Plenty of rainfall, but 
so much comes at one 
time, and there are no 
reservoirs to capture 
and preserve it for 
drinking water. Average rainfall 52 inches in 

Vero Beach

Neither the cities 
nor the county can 
pump drinking 
water from the   
ditches and canals 
of the local water 
control districts 
that flow into 
the Indian River 
Lagoon (billions of 
gallons each year.)

In spite of new county 
projects, there are still 
hundreds of tons of 
pollutants flowing into 
the Indian River Lagoon: 
fertilizers and pesticides 
from agriculture and 
household landscapes.

We also need a clean 
Lagoon for recreation.
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The Upper Floridan aquifer is not expected to 
withstand additional water withdrawal without 
damaging private wells and even exhausting the 
resources itself.

To supply the county’s full projected population, 
alternative water resources will be needed.  

Planning, permitting and engineering for what 
are likely to be far more costly and more complex 
technologies will require a major financial com-
mitment and perhaps 15 years lead-time.
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Decisions to be made - to establish a balance between 
the County’s population growth and drinking water 
supplies
 
Part I: How to have enough water resources for Indian River 
County’s population
1. Will we have a water shortage within the next 20 years?
If no, then skip to Part II.  If yes, consider the advantages and 
disadvantages of the following alternatives: 
1.  Adopt intense conservation efforts 
2.  Collect water no longer needed by a reduced agricultural     	
     demand 
3.  Cap residential building permits (limit population growth)
4.  Convince the St. Johns River Water Management District to 	
     reserve water for this county too
5.  Get water from deeper wells dug into the Florida Aquifer, 
     removing the salt  
6.  Install pipes out to the sea to pump water, removing the salt  
7.  Collect stormwater in drinking-water reservoirs
 
Part II. Handling wastewater
Is it important that the Lagoon be protected from stormwater 
runoff and saline wastes from treatment plants? If no, then no 
questions need to be answered. If yes, should either or both of the 
following steps be taken to solve the problem?
 
1.   Inject saline wastes (from water treatment plants) into deep 	
      wells in the Floridan Aquifer
2.  Construct more treatment plants or man-made marshes to 	
     reduce wastes going into the Lagoon
 
Note: All of the above alternatives, even conservation efforts, 
require increases in government spending; some more than others.



The message in this booklet is that sustainable 
growth in Indian River County depends on 
sustainable water and that this will require citizens 
to support elected officials who are willing to 
invest in new drinking water resources.

The booklet is a primer about Indian River 
County’s water resources — where our water 
comes from and where it goes, for agriculture and 
for drinking water.  It also covers the challenges 
facing the county’s water supplies.

Indian River County does not have the water 
shortages facing other areas of the world. There 
is abundant rainfall and plentiful water in the 
aquifer below. In spite of this abundance there 
are problems: no reservoirs to capture rainfall for 
drinking water and heavy chlorides in the water 
stored in the aquifer. The author, an advocate for 
the natural environment, not a scientist, describes 
these conditions so they are easily understood. 


